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I putwof,; ()P THE STUDY

The objectives of this research project are to:
I) study the receptivity and acceptability of "MonYey

cars"

(a) by members of the specified target audience,

7-12 year old children

(h) by adults who may influence the viewiic, habits

of children or may use the program it:.,Af

(especially teachers)

II) Discern the appeal of:

(a) the program as a whole

(b) the program segment by segment in order to provide

useful information for the production of further

episodes of "Monkey Bars".
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Il CONTENT DESCRIPTION*

2

Objectives, Pormat, Content

"Monkey Bars" is a series of 50 minute variety'
magazine shows created for children of 7 - 12 years as

a viewing alternative to Saturday morning tel for

children. Each program incorporates a variety of

entertaining and educational elements of par ticulai in-

terest to this age group:

. stimulation of ideas and wonder

. raising the level of awareness of issues and
opp:Irtunities

. increasing familiarity with career opportunities,recreation and fitness activities

. learning language and communications skills

. intellectual and critical involvement

. general knowledge

Thc series is based on a musical group of kids called

"The monkey Bars" and a couple of characters named

Hassle B. Demille and Dingbat who keep popping up.

The kids sing, dance and act their way through

program with the assistance of Hassle, a "theatrical

impressario and junk dealer" who is not very fond of

* Part IT is an edited version of materials supplied tothe researchers by Janis Nostbakken, EducationalSupervisor for "Monkey Bars".
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kids and who is determi nod to put a stop to all the

fun those kids are having.

The confrontation between the Monkey Bar kids
and Hassle and Dingbat provides the framework for a

number of weekly situations --- each vignette designed

to accomodate the educational objectives. The piesentation
of the various elements is "television variety"

with production numbers, audience participation, cume(.y.

3kotclies and over sixty original songs. The ba:;ic

dramatic devices of jeopardy and adventure, fanto:,:y and
lots of music, are used to weave together the educational
elements of each program.

The particular 50 minute tape used for the

observation sessions consisted of various segments
taken from a number of "Monkey Bars" episodes to comprise
one composite show of similar format and content. The
segments were chosen on the basis of their representative
guality of the program and the interest of the educational
!;uporisor to use them in a research context.
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"40NKEY BARS" TEST PIWRAM CONTENT ANALYSIS

ONectivos

1. Introduction

-t() state the theme of tile
show: with a little
imagination and ingenuity
you can be almost any-
thing
-to introduce the main
characters: the 5 "Monkey
Bas", Hassle &
Dingbat

2. Picture Frame

-to set up relationship
between H&D and kids -
kids are "average" 11
year olds who grate on
the nerves of Hassle by doing
noimal everyday kid-
like things
-Hassle & Dinghat attempt
to do the kids out of their
fun

-to give the kids and
viewers an opportunity to
discover that things are not
ilway!: what they seem
-to introduce the concept
of body language

Secment

"Monke" Bars" opening musical
theme performed by kids on
Monkey Bars set.

Transition from opening
to miniaturization
H & D meet 2 kids who aro
set up for the "adventure"

Miniaturization - 2 kids are
zapped" by Hassle they

are reduced in size and put
inside a series of pictures
wnich come to life. In each
picture the kids find that
things are not what they had
seemed - "You've got to see
what the rest of the body is
saying".



Objrctives

Pictur(, rrame cont'd

- to emph.fl;i:).x. Ole concept
of the previous segment
("Ycli've got to see what the
lest of the body is saying")

3 . Metric ruin

-to make the point that it
roquires no special knowledge
or skill to convert to the
metric system

4. PoLicoman

-to acquaint the viewers with
career opportunities available
to them e.q. policeman.
-a general idea of the
education, training, duties,
rewa rds , and drawbacks of
being a policomin

5. Cinderella-
-to introduce viewers; to
Ifassle as theatre impressario
dnd to set up word play

-to make viewers aware of
the different parts of
'speech
- to expand vocabulary

introduce viewers to
staqino pidys

00.

SeyMent

5

Production Number "What You
See isn't Always hat You Get"
performed by the "a kids

Metric Man animated cartoon
dealing with me'tric'ation

Careers presentation of an
illustrated song which tells
what it is like to be a cop

Transition to word play II & D
have comical exchange and set
up "Cinderella" as their new
stage play.

Word clay II & I) have comical
exchange related to words
missing front their script.
2 kids are called upon to help
fill in the b'anks with the aid
of the studio audience and 2
adult actors, Pat and Julie.
The audience is asked to supply
the nouns, verbs, adjectives
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Cindete11,1 cant 'd

Yo Z_

-to emphasize that in order
to be physically fit you
don't have to he is super
star - all you really
need to do is to get out
and bo active
-to encourage kids to try
some different athletic
activities e.g. yoga

7. Musical lnstiuments

-to interest viewers in
creating musical instruments
of their own by using every-
day materia15; and a little
imagination
-to encourage kids to experiment
with sound and music

-to emphasize that music does
not have to he created by
r,!,ecial people called
"musicians" everybody
can make mur:ic of some
kind if thcy simply
try

8. Describe and Draw

-to illustrate comically the
importance of clear com-
munication

0 u

and adverb:; requiroki to compk,t(.
the play. The play is acted
out using the solicited words
which appear on the bottom
of the screen as they ale ust.d.

Body Boo_gie musical number
performed by the kids which
deals with physical fitness.
This introduces a short
film essay on an 11 yr. old
girl who enjoys yoga

Magician performance by a
magician who acts as a stage
hand at the theatre. His
tricks relate to the
homemade musical instruments
created and used by our 5
kids.

Song "Clap Your Hands"
performed by our 5 kids

Transition to describe and
draw 11 <<< D have comical
exchange about communications
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Dcscribe and Draw ... cont'd

-ti) sot up tame of
describe and draw

-to on,I.ourage the
development of com-
munication : ;kills
-to indicate how important
it is to express yourself
clearly and to lic;ten
carefully

9. Progrtss Discussion

-to make viewers aware of
:;ome of the major issues
of our time
-to encourage the audience
to look beyond the obvious
and to appreciatc that
answer.; to problems are
not always as clear as
black And white
-to introduce tactics of
argument which may he
useful in debates and
disco signs

-tr.= underline the concept
introduced in "Progress"

Ohl

Segment

7

and decide to teach kids
a lesson on the subject.

Describe and Draw a game
played by the cast and
studio audience - 2 kids
are given 2 different
objects which they are to
describe to their teams
who in turn must translate
onto their pieces of paper.
The first team to discover
what his leader's object
is will, win. The other
losing team's leader will
suffer the consequences
at the hands of H & D
who invariably lose out
themselves.

Pie-in-the-face routine
ensues.

Advocates Pat & Julie emerge
after the D & r) game to
discuss "Progress". Each
takes an opposing view and
attempts to sell his views
to the audience. The
resolution of the argument
brings the two together
to look for a compromise.

Song "Spaceship Earth" per-
formed by 5 kids on the
Monkey Bars set.
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III IETHODOLOGY

Re: Children

The SuLjects

Tho children involved in the study were members

of the ::pecified target audience. There were 64 7-12

year olds from two public schools in the Toronto area.

In request, each principal instructed the

teachers to choose at random children fluent in English

and as evenly clistributed by age and sex as possible.

Tho children were divided into four viewing

groups of 16 children each. Within each group there

were equal numbers of boys and girls; they were either
of the younger range (7-9 years) or the older range

(10-12 years) of the target audience. (One group did

contain some members of both age groups.)

Qoeordinq of Data

(a) Observation Sheet:

An observation sheet was developed to record the
trends in viewing behaviour of the 64 children during
the program (see Appendix A). A series of responses
was outliaed. To facilitate recording the responses
of 4 children simultaneously by one observer, all
possible responses were listed on the observation sheet
in abbreviated form:
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- Attention (A) : eyes on set. (.!Ltentive Viewing)

- (-10!;e Attention (CA)
: eves on set (intense

v i ew i ng )

.4o Attention (NA) : eyes not on set

Motor Response (MR) : in relation to somethingon the set

fritoraction (1) : (with another individual)in Voiotia: to something on the set

- (S) : in relation to something on the sot

- Laugh (L) : in relation to something on the scat

one level of attention (CA or A or NA) plus one
or any combination of other responses (if observed)

were recorded for each child for each segment or part
thereof. These responses reflect the general trend of

reactions for the period of time considered.

(b) Written Ouestiohnaire: (See Appendix B)

in order to determine (l) the appeal cf the

program (2) the children's present viewing habits and
(3) their ability to grasp the educatinal concepts
in "Monkey Bars", a detailed questionnaire was developed.

Immediately after the viewing session the children were
divided into 4 groups - 4 children with each observer.

The questionnaire was administered. In the case of the
two 7-9 year old groups, the questions wore read aloud
by tho researcher to the children in order to alleviate
any comprehension problems. However, each child filled out
his or hers without reference to the ether children.
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The questionnaire itself was designed to require

a minimum of writing on the children's part and thereby

minimize the length of time for completion.
Appr.)ximately

15 - 20 minutes was spent on the questionnaire.
(c) Interview Schedule: (See Appendix C)

Immediately after a11 members c.f. each group had

completed the written questionnaire, the interview

COMMOneQd. The questions were staggered (i.e. the same

question was not asked of each child in succession) in
urde r to in the in of the first tesponse.
All children eventually were asked each of the eleven

ouestions on the interview schedule. The interview

lasted approximately 20 minutes.

Viewing Environments

A viewing room was set up either in the libraly

or the lounge of the school. The environment was in-
formal in character with 16 children seated on the

carpeted floor watching one 19" Sony monitor. (In

one group, the children wele seated in chairs.) The
observer5; sat on an angle tacing both the children and
the tele,iision set in order to observe the children

unobtrusively. In cases where a child questionned an

observer's writing during t}n viewing session, ehe child
was told it had something to do with the content of the
program itself.
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lv RESEAPCH FINDINGS

Re: Children

Note:

For purposes of analysis, the data was grouped

in the uollowing ways:

(a) all 64 children
(h) all 7-9 year olds
(c) all 10-12 year olds
(d) all boys
(e) all girls
(f) 7-9 year old boys
(q) 7-9 year old girls
(h) 1A-12 year old boys
(.i) 10-12 year old girls

The following findings include only statements

about those groupings in which the data was considered

to be significant.

Percentages are rounded .off to the nearest

whole number.*

A. GENERAL COMMENTS

A high percentage of the 64 children (91%)

orally stated that they enjoyed "Monkey Bars". This

included 96% of the younger children (7-9 year olds)

and 847. of the 10-12 year olds. When asked if they

would watch "Monkey Bars" at home if it were on TV,

approximately 3/4 of the children said yes, and 1/4

*NB the percentages in all cases are derived from the
number of children in that grouping.
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(15 children) said that they would not watch it. Of

the 15 who said they would not, 13 were boys, almost

evenly distributed by age group.

When asked, "Would you recommend "Monkey Bars"
to a friend?" 2/3 of the children stated that they

would. The remaining 1/3 was evenly divided between
a negative response and "maybe". It is interesting to

observe that only 3% of the 7-9 year olds said "no",

whereas 25% of the 10-12's replied that they would not
recommend the program.

Target Audience

When asked whom they believed "Monkey Bars"

was designed for, all 64 children indicated both boys
and girls, rather than for only one sex. In addition,
when asked to specify an age group - either "the same
as yourself, younger than yourself, or older than

yourself," a majority chose the "same" category over

either "younger" or "older". The "younger" category was
chosen more often than "older".

When Should 'monkey Bars" be on TV? (See Appendix D3)

Each child was asked, in written form, "If

you were in charge of "Monkey Bars", what day and time
of day would you put it on TV?

The day which was stated most often was Saturday
(1/3 of the children) and the time of day selected most
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oftcn was the afternoon (approximately 30%). However,

it must he kept in mind that all weekdays, (Monday

through Friday) taken together scored significantly

hiqher than Saturday.

Saturday was ranked first in both age groups

(7-9, 10-12) and fOr all boys. However, for all girls

Wednesday outranked Saturday by one.* Sunday did not

score significantly high in any group.

The afternoon ranked as first choice for both

so;:es and for the 7-9 age group. The morning was

preferred by the 10-12 year olds (morning 45%, afternoon

28%). It should be noted that the older boys account

for this distinction in time of day. In all cases, the

evening ranked as last choice as time of day.

The Pavorite Character (See Appendix C)

Dingbat was the favorite character of a majority

of the 64 children with 51.6%. The 10-12 year olds

alsn indicated Dingbat as first choice with 61.1% (or

22 of 36 children). However, for the 7-9 year olds,

Dingbat ranked second with 39% after the Monkey Bars

kids (who were considered together as a single choice).

The Monkey Bars kids ranked second overall with

27% (17) of the 64 children indicating this choice. This

*NB when a child wrote "weekday" instead of a specific'day, Wednesday was substituted.
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includes 14% o the 10-12 age group and 43% of the

7-9 age group.

The Magician, as he appeared in the Musical

Instrument segment, ranked third overall favorite with
16% of the children. This included 19% of 10-12 year

olds and 10% of 7-9 year olds.

Fourteen percent (9) of the 64 children indicated
Hassle as their favorite character in "Monkey Bars".

He ranked 4th overall. However, the 14% consisted of

22% (8) of the 36 10-12 year olds and only one (1)

7-9 year old.

Julie, with 3% and Pat, with none (0) ranked

5th and 6th respectively. Both of the children who

preferred Julie were in the 7-9 year old group.

The Least Liked Character (See Appendix C)

Of the 56 respondents to this question, 34%

(19) chose Hassle as the character most disliked in the

program. Although as least-liked character, he ranked

first for all children, he was third with 25% (6 of 23)

10-12 year olds, and first with 40% (13 of 34) in the

7-9 year old's selections.*

Pat, who appeared in the Picture Frame segment,

the Word Play Game and the Progress Discussion, ranked

*NB some children made more than one choice
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second as the least-liked with 20% (11) of the 56 children.

He ranked fourth for the 7-9 age group, with only 4

childron choosing him.

Julie, who appeared in the same segments as

Pat, wa.; third with 16% (9) of the 56 children indicating
her a:: the character they liked the least. When dividing
by Acie group, the choice of Julie is even more glaring.

Only one (1) 10-12 year old made this selection. The

remaining eight (8) children were in the 7-9 year old

ago group.

The Monkey Bars kids ranked 4th overall with

14% (8) of the 56 children. This includes 25% (6 of

24) of the 10-12 year olds and 6% (2 of 34) 7-9 year
olds.

Attention (See Figures 1 and 2)

The general trend of attention for 7-9 year olds
and 10-12 year olds wag similar in pattern. However,
there was more fluctuation in the number of younger

children watching from one segment to the next than for

the c,Ider children.

Ton to twelve year olds tended to watch the

program consistently for the first six segments - until

the end of the Cinderella play (section 8); the number
of children watching then gradually decreased for the last
four segments, except during the Describe & Uraw Game.
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Highest Attention

During the first two segments (the "Monkey Bars"

theme song and the Picture Frame segment, sections 1-7)
the highest number of children of both age groups con-

sistent1y watched the program. The 10-12 year olds :also

consistently paid attention during the Describe and

Draw fame (sections 25-27).

Highest No Attention

The highest number of children in both age

groups who did not watch the program occurred during the
last segment: the Progress Discussion (sections 28-30).
In the 10-12 year old group; the Yoga segment (section
19) also lost the attention of a significant number of

previously attending children.

Significant Cueing Sequences

During the Body Language Song ("What You See
Isn't Always What You Get" sections 8-9), the number
of children of both age groups attending to the program

dropped (with a sharper drop in the younger group).

The children become immediately re-involved with the

introduction of the animation, Metric Man, (sections
10-L1). Again, this change was much more apparent with
the younger children than with the older.

Similarly, there eras a significant increaL;e in

the number of children attending to the program immediately
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following the sequence of dialogue between Hassle and

Dingbat concerning how children don't listen (section 24,

where, ironically for both age groups the number

attending had dropped) to the next sequence where the

audience is booing the two characters (where all children
of both groups attended to the program).

For the 10-12 year olds, this cue was sufficient

to hold their attention during the entire Describe and
Draw Game (section 25-27). For the 7-9 year olds,

however, the cueing effect did not last and the number
of children paying attention varied during the remainder
of the segment.

Smiles and Laughter

The two segments which evoked the highest number
of smile or laughter responses from both groups were the

Cinderella play segment (sections 15-18) and the last
part of the Describe and Draw segment (section 27).

The latter was a slapstick
pie-in-the-face routine

between Hassle, Dingbat and one of the Monkey Bars

kids and therefore may be viewed not necessarily only
as a part of that segment.

The older children tended to laugh and smile

more at the program's humor than did the younger children,
(this is borne out in the number of responses of smile
and laugh of the older children to the humor of the
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Picture Frame segment). The older children also responded

with more smile and laugh to the beginning of the

Metric Man.

B. SEGMENT BY SEGMENT ANALYSIS

i) Songs** (sections 1,2,3,8,9, 19, 21, 23, 31)

Observations:

In general, the attention levels of all the

children observed were high and consistent during Song

segments. However, some of the 7-9 year olds did not

watch during the "Body Language" number.

All 10-12 year olds paid attention, in general,

to all of the songs. The "Name Song" appeared to be

an effective cue to involve these children with the next

segment.

There was also a high degree of motor response

by both 10-12 and 7-9 year olds to the "Clap Your Hands"

song.

Preferences:

The Songs proved to be the favorite of 31%

(20 of the 64) children. It ranked as second favorite

out of the possible nine segment choices of the 28

* for further details see Figures 1, 2 and Appendix C.D4, D5, D6.
** All songs were considered together as one segment
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younger children. Thirty-nine percent (11) said the

Songs were their favorite. In the older group 25%

(9 out of 36) chose the songs as their favorite.

Songs ranked as first choice for the girls of both

age groups. However, it ranked 4th for boys in the

7-9 group and 3rd for boys in the 10-12 age group.

Of the 64 children, 11% ranked songs as the

most disliked of the nine segments.

Other Comments:

Fifty-nine percent (38 of the 64) children

stated that, given the opportunity, they would choose

the same number of songs, while 27% (18 of the 64)

wanted more songs and 14% (9 of the 64) wanted fewer

songs. These percentages are approximately evenly

distributed by sex and age.

21

ii) Picture Frame (sections 4-7)

Observations:

All children of both age groups paid attention

to all sections of the segment. A number of 10-12 year

olds engaged in motor activity during the first few

sections. Some of the 7-9 year olds responded in this

manner during the last section of the Picture Frame

segment. During this section, some of the older children

also interacted with each other about the program.
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Preferences:

The Picture Frame segment was the favorite of

8% (5) of the 64 children. It ranked as the 5th favorite

out of the nine segment choices for both age groups.

However, it ranked 3rd for all girls and 7th for all

boys.

Of all 64 children, only 6% (4) ranked it as

the most disliked of the nine segments.

Educational Concept:

Of the 58 children who responded to the ,:ttestion

concerning the educational concept of the Picture Frame

segment 77% (41) displayed an understanding of the

segment's educational intent while 10% (6) approached

the concept in their responses. These percentages were

evenly distributed across the two age groups.

iii) Metric Man (sections 10-11)

Observations:

Children of both age groups almost unanimously

watched this segment. (In each group, one child did not

attend to the segment after it had begun.)

There was a significant cueing effect for the

7-9 year olds where this segment recaptured their

waning attention after the "Body Language" song. A

similar but much less significant effect can be seen for

the 10-12 year olds.*

* see: General Comments - Cueing Effect
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In addition, a number of the older children

interacted about the program at the beginning of the

Metric Man segment.

Preferences:

Metric Man was the favorite segment of 16%

(10 of the 64) children. It ranked as 3rd favorite

out of the nine segments for all the children.

Of the 28 7-9 year olds, 25% (7) stated Metric

Man was their favorite. In the older group (10-12's)

8% (3 of 36) said this segment was their favorite. It

ranked 5th and 6th choice for the younger and older

girls respectively. For the boys, Metric Man ranked

3rd for the younger group and 2nd for the older group.

Out of 64 children only 3% (2) ranked Metric

Man as the most disliked of the nine segments.

Educational Concept:

Sixty-nine percent (44 out of 64) of the children

grasped the concept of the Metric Man segment. Of the

six segments tested for concept comprehension, the

Metric Man segment ranked 4th in general on a scale of

highest to lowest percentage correct.

Concept comprehension for boys of the 10-12

year old age group, however, ranked Metric Man as 5th

on the same scale of highest to lowest percentage correct.
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iv) Policeman (sections 13, 14)

Observations:

Of the 28 7-9 year old children 27 paid attention

during this segment. All 36 of the 10-12 year olds

watched the segment. In addition, a large number of the

older children were engaged in interaction with each

other about the program during the Policeman segment.

Preferences:

The Policeman segment was the favorite of 19%

(7 of the 64) children. It ranked as 7th favorite out

of the nine possible segment choices for all children -

including all 7-9 year olds, all 10-12 year olds and all

girls (7-12).

However, it ranked 4th for all boys (after

Cinderella, Metric Man and Songs) and 1st for boys 7-9

years old.

Of the 28 7-9 year olds, 61% (17) said the

Policeman segment was their favorite while 58% (21)

of the 36 10-12 year olds said it was their favorite.

Although not listed as a choice, none of the

children suggested the Policeman as a favorite character.

Educational Concept:

Over half of the 64 children (38) or 59%

displayed an understanding of the concept of the Police-
man segment. Of those six segments tested for concept
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older girls placed it in 2nd) and the younger children

placing it in 2nd position (while the younger girls

ranked it 3rd).

Of the 64 children, only 2% (1) said the

Cinderella segment was the most disliked of all the

segments.

Educational Concept:

Sixty-seven percent (43 of the 64) of the children

were able to describe the correct concept for the

Cinderella segment.

Out of the six segments tested for concept

comprehension, the Cinderella segment ranked 5th in

general on a scale of highest to lowest percentage

correct, In an age group breakdown, the 7-9's ranked

6th in comprehension while the 10-12's ranked 3rd.

Other Comments:

Of the 64 children queried, 66% (42) said they

would play the word game. An equal proportion of both

boys and girls as well as both age groups responded in

this manner.

vi) Yoga (section 20)

Observations:

All 28 7-9 year olds paid attention to the Yoga

segment. In contrast, only 78% (28) of the 36 10-12

year olds watched the segment.
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Preferences:

None of the 64 children chose the Yoga segment

as their favorite part. It ranked last of the nine

segments.

Of all the children, 64% (41 of 64) indicated

that "le Yoga segment was the most disliked. This in-

cludes 72% (26 of the 36) 10-12 year olds, and 54%

(15 of the 28) 7-9 year olds.

Educational Concept:

Seventy-Seven percent (49 of the 64) of the

children displayed a knowledge of the correct concept

for the Yoga segment. Of those six segments tested

for concept comprehension, the Yoga segment ranked

second on a scale of highest to lowest percentage

correct.

For all 7-9 year olds, however, Yoga was first

with 90% (25 of the 28) of the children comprehending.

sixty-four percent (24 of 36) of the 10-12 year olds

grasped the Yoga concept, ranking it 5th out of the 6

segments.

Other Comments:

When asked what segment they would change if

they had the opportunity, 48% (31) of the 64 children

indicated the Yoga segment. This 48% was almost evenly



distributed between age groups. Their comments included:

"Make it shorter."
"Show other sports."
"Leave it out."
"Include boys, too."

vii) . Musical Instruments (sections 21-23)

Observations:

In general, most of the children of both age

groups watched this segment.

As the segment progressed, an increasing number

of children engaged in motor activity, especially following

the Magician's entrance. The latter also appears to be

directly related to the high degree of interaction among

the 10-12 year olds.

Preferences:

The Musical Instrument segment was the favorite

of only 5% (3 of the 64) children. It ranked as 6th

favorite out of the nine segments for all the children.

According to age groups, only 4% (1 of the 28)

of the younger children said this segment was their

favorite while 6% (2 of 36) of the older children said

it was their favorite out of the nine.

It ranked as 4th favorite for girls of both age

groups and 5th and 6th favorite for 7-9 and 10-12 year

old boys respectively.

AO
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None or the 64 children named this segment as

the one they disliked.

Fducational Concept:

Eighty-eight percent (57 of 64) children displayed

comprehension of the concept of the Musical Instrument

segment.

Of those six segments tested for concept com-

prehension, the Musical Instrument segment ranked 2nd

in general on a scale of highest to lowest percentage

correct.

The boys' ability to comprehend this segment's

concept ranked 3rd as compared to 1st for the girls.

viii) Describe and Draw (sections 24-27)

Observations:

The attention of the 7-9 year olds was not

consistently held during this segment. It fluctuated

durinq the sections within the segment. In contrast,

the attention of all the 10-12 year olds was gradually

gained as the segment progressed (all 36 attended to the

actual Describe and Draw Game itself).

There was a high degree of interaction among

the children during the last section of this segment

p;.c-throwing scene).
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Preferences:

The Describe and Draw segment was the favorite

of only 5% (3 of 64) of the children. Only 4% (1 of

28) of the 7-9 year olds chose this segment and 6%

(2 of 36) of the 10-12 year olds.

The segment ranked 6th favorite of the nine

segments for all children (both age groups, both sexes).

Of all 64 children, 9% (7) stated it was the

most disliked of the nine segments. Fourteen percent

(6) of these children were of the 10-12 age group while

iUt, (1) was of the 7-9 age group.

Educational Concept:

Of the 60 children responding to the question

concerning the educational concept of the Describe and

Draw 3egment, 45% (28) knew the correct concept. Of

these, 50% (17 of 33) were in the 10-12 year age group

and 40%, (11 of 27) were in the 7-9 year age group.

Other Comments:

Sixty-seven percent (43 of 64) of the children

stated that they would play the Describe and Draw game

at home; this percentage represents 78% of the 10-12

year olds (28 of 36) and 54% of the 7-9 year olds

(15 gat 28) . In addition, this 67% included 09% (25)

of all girls and 50% (18) of all boys.
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ix) Progress Discussion (sections 28-30)

Observations:

The number of children attending to the program

urastically dropped during this segment. At its lowest,

67% of the 10-12 year olds (24 of 36) and 64% (18 of 28)

,-)f the 7-9 year olds watched the Progress segment.

There was_a high, degree of motor activity during

the segment among 7-9 year olds, while among the 10-12

year olds there was a high degree of interaction.

Preferences:

The Progress segment was the favorite of only 3%

(2 of 64) of the children. It ranked as 8th favorite

out of the possible nine segment choices.

Of the 28 children aged 7-9 only 4% (1) said

(2qment wa;; their favorite. Of the 36 children in

the 10-12 age group only 3% (1) said it was their favorite

!:.;r1cnt.

It ranked as the 8th choice on all lists by

:.o to are and sex.

OF the 64 children, 18% (11) rated the Progre

qr:r7im(:mt as the most disliked of the nine segments.

EdIcational Concept:

:Lnety-one percent (58 of the 64) displayed an

..::1.2-standing of the concept of the Progress segment.

thoLie segmonts tested for concept compreh(,nflion,



.,,smont z-Anked 1st in general on a scale

t::e hl,.:110ot to the lowest percentage correct.

32

boys' concept comprehension was higher than

glrli in both age groups with the former ranking

In 1:3t 1)1aCU and the latter in 3rd.
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In general, the younger children seemed to

"cakey Bars more than the older. They felt

.oren it is put on the air, the best time would be

Saturday afternoon. However, in reviewing the observation

tuitr), it is apparent that their overall enjoyment of

pi-oocam does not necessarily coincide with their

Lo comprehQnd some of its humor.

Mk younger children were much more outspoken

:7:iracters they did not like. These included

lod ,Tulie. The character who was chosen as

1 t..t a !;iqnificant portion of the younger children

appear to have held the attention of

:-:ighifjcInt number of the younger children. But the

::(77mc,nt !letric Man and the Describe and

1 piovc-i to be attention-getters following

which were of loss interest to them. But

(,f Lie. two) the Describe and Draw Game was leas

1, ,i6I11u1 their interest.

t-JucoLional concept test seOls to in-

not corm rchnd it completely ani



,m,Armm-m Irtgl =MU el *VT

031

t2terotorc their involvement vacillated. They also

Icsz; pronu to play it at home. The animation,

nov:rvor, involved a high number of the younger group.

The Y'lga segment was watched by more younger

tn older children. From other evidence, it appears

that thoy also liked it more. The Policeman segment

prc,v;N: t.( be woll-liked by the younger boys. In terms

(,! corlprehym4ion though, the younger children scored

lov:t.:1- in obility to discern its concept.

:;0qments evoked significant overt physical

:ri7T1 the .,,unger children. These were the

:,c(Inlc,nt and the Progress Discussion. In

with older children, the Cinderella

wa Ilkod v!:;; by the younger ones (and also

34

.11-unt( ,1). The Progress Di:lcussion lost the

at_Lion or morc of the younger than the older children.

, ::Tc` ;

T:ic older children indicated that they generally

t..n.,yi"'Ionkey Bars." A large number chose Saturday

rice to ,ti othec day for the show to be aired.

'I.:. .y1 whcn it cartle to the choice (..A. time, the 10-12

ye, by i..ondri t i c:loosc morning, unlike the

4.,1i:ifin or t!11. 10-12 year old girls who Ch6:..(_

t_`: no( I-,
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u tilok: characters mentioned as favorite amoncj

th olor cllildren, a considerable number chose Dingbat

iLls610. It iz interesting to note that the Monkey

rank -'d high on the least-liked character list.

The older children also participated overtly

with Lae prooram, most notably in the Cinderella segment

and tho pie-in-the-face section of Describe and Draw

s7ilint; laugaing. Another type of overt response,

inentction, also occurred 4n the Policeman and Progress

The .,-oncept:; of Monkey ears seemed to be more

uhdurstood by the older children.
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*"!-:Lni)1,0:7Y (lee Appendix E, F)

Twenty-one adults were asked to preview a program

Channel 19 for children. They consisted of

momoer::i of one class from O.I.S.E. and the professional

at the two schools where the children were observed.

aiiuIts wore told that their comments about the

wuld be solicited immediately after the viewing.

rLficarchers clearly specified to the viewers that

k:0 reearchers) were not involved in any aspect

7.roduetion. Apart from this, no other information

wa-, prlo to toe viewing.

A:ter the viewing session, a written questionnaire

aiini:;tcl-L,d. Each questionnaire was filled out

to any other respondent. The adult

VJ;L: were (.nceuraged to add their own comments in

t) the answers to the specific questions posed.

Atter the completion of the questionnaire, an

c.)tw%-onod discussi:on enstwd (see interview schedule for

nt: the: reeachers co-ordinated the

tie three others recorded the comments .

arroximate.Ly thirty minutc:.
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VII RESEARCH FINDINGS (see Appendix G)

11(: Adults

Target Audience:

37

The adult viewers were asked who they thought the

target audience for "Monkey Bars" is. As previously

stated, they were given no information concerning the

target audience prior to the viewing session.

Of the 15 respondents to this question 89%

(13) indicated ages within the range of the specified

target audience. The remaining 11% (3) indicated that

they thought "Monkey Bars" is directed to children over

12 years. No one chose children younger than the bottom

range.

The adults were almost evenly divided when

koci, "Would you recommend Monkey Bars for members of

thk tarqot audience?" Thirty-nine percent (8 of 21)

,;Jid vy5 and 43% (9) indicated that they would not.

OhiPcti,re of Monkey Bars

When asked/ "What do you think the objective of

M-,nU.,y Bars is?" 28% (5) of the 21 adult viewers described

a concept which was the same or very similar to that of

the producers. Another 29% (6) approached the concept.

An equal number, 29% (6) wrote concepts which were

` .-ferent from those of the producers. Nineteen

(4) or the adults indicated that the objective was

unclear or else ic did not exist.
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11(It on TV2

The adults were asked to suggest a time when
mo,.1 Bars should be on TV. The day selected most often
wd:4 Saturday with 28% (5). However, it must be kept

in mind that all weekdays (Monday to Friday) taken

together scored higher than Saturday with 57% (8 of 14)

respondents.

Only I person indicated Sunday as the choice

for tick: day of prelse7Itation.

There was an almost equal 3-way distribution for
OL day.

Twenty-two percent (3) people stated they would
r, to have Monkey Bars on TV at all.

The adults were asked to respond to the following

,7ut.ltLons concerning both their own tastes as well as

how trey felt the target audience might react to

Uan-;.

ck)_ieli think the target audience would
_
rtno rnio.,able"

In rank order of selection, the Songs were the
me,4t ,Dt ten chosen with 14 marking it as the most enjoyable.
The Mulc.11 im;trument segment was next with 13. The
Lhird Mews t o' ten .wlected was the Policeman segment with
1,) c:looin9 it as enjoyable to the target audience.
The 71rogrs Discussion was fourth on the rank order
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The segments least chosen as enjoyable to the

targot audience were Metric Man (4) and Yoga (3).

Whi,!h 6caments do you find enjoyable?"

In response to this question, the adults selected

a consistent list to the one concerning the

Lar9et audience. Songs, the Progress Discussion and the

7-4.uical Instrument segments were equally chosen by

aduLt.. The next highest was Describe and Draw (7)

and the Pol_ceman segment (7). The last two on the

list Yoga (4) and Metric Man (3).

"Wh,ch irE22,sz_ii2you think have direct educational_
v1Lucy?"

once again, Musical Instruments was listed as

c"nc of tnc highost ranking segments. For this question,

%va.; with 1.3, adults selecting it. Metric Man

(8) and Policeman (8) were next with the Progress

ni.cus::ion (7), Cinderella (7), Describe and Draw (7)

tc Songs (7) following. The segment least chosen

wi. the Picture! Frame (4) .

":1h1.?'1 s,,Tients do ,pu feel could beamaLaaaaLuoriap_____
0' it:4(2,4 t ? "

The usical Instrument segment (10) again was

or the list with the Progress Discus,3ton (9) ,

( ), arld lotr.'..c Man (9) following. The Policeman

(Ft) anci Describe and Draw (8) were listed next. The

Picture Frame segment was last (3).
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The following are some direct quotes and

; commemts which wore made by the adult

ciurvng the open-ended discussion (see Interview

'.:;hcdulo, Appendix F).

A) About the program as a wLole:

- length of program shou' be cut in half

- songs were repetitious and too long

- singing and dancing effective

iclea of Monkey Bars Kids at creative play
should be carried through program

"children talented but not child-like."

- Monkey Bars cast not representative of
cieneral population

"Dinqbat should not smoke."

:,poclfic Comments:

letrle Man" doesn't help in an under-
!Aanding of the metric system

n.Agician was didactic. Situation was too
contrived.

Jn tho Cinderella play, super of words went
by too quickly for young readers.

& Draw, the camera angles
(lu the audience's drawing pads may confuse
the viewors in understanding "vertical"
and "horizontal".

"Tho Advocates was a pseudo-debate."

rn AfIvocate:s "not conclusive point made."
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moNKFY P.ARS

gm. - R. ...OW.
Grade:

hoy Your favorite TV show:

1'I 11 in your answors below each uuestion.

53
Hie"

AIWWWWPW

,tre, Amur 4avorite Saturday morniri, television
pograms?

......

yo'ir ':Ivorite Sunday morning television

ow W W.... ..

No

t I

Nhcn wool
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54

of Monkoy Pars did you like? Put an
411-101 you liked. (x .'arc many as you

tr.me

%lovric mar;

.1.) Policeman

Ja) (-7ere1 la (word game) play

(0-) vocra exorcises

(7) musical irv..trument. play

(,;) descrihe and draw clamp

(c4) nrogreF)s discusrlion

narts you did not liko. (x as many a:;
rrt like.)

a !

T.ici_dro frame

%an

Y,..rcH.1 (word gamy) play

1,1f-trum(nt pi ay

'1 ,! t1c i 6caw (Tame

dirussirm

fh-r 1), h) or c) to .:omi-loto the rol:ownq
t11 !totter ln rmvidod.

Lvt, Lleen:

05i
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(9)

BESI

otric Man part tells us:

el

55

050

.Invondy can 11,3e the metric system
motric man is a super hero

) it is very difficult to use the metric system

nart about the policeman tells us:

his iob is like Tronsido's and Voink,e1
!.) about his different duties and his training
C) that nobody should he a policeman

14th the girl doing yooa shows:

A) oplv girls 'lo yoga
b) lyivo t-J, hr a special potF:on to do yoga

.invhodv can be active and do something like yoga

ii) 171(' :.1 Div about Cinderella told us:

th Prince w.-)tild find ("in.lotella
1m: words can he used

!-;crii)ts are not import,,nt

pa,..-t showed:

roi l t 1:;akc 111115i.C'
A k';;! in!ltroments ;,lit or ;Irgot.

dif!'icult to make your ow:1 instrument::

wIth Pat and Julie !Mowed:

always good
l.wrc- is alwavn had

snmotimes good Ind
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APPENDIX C

CLILDREN'S INTERVIEW SCHEDULE (COMPOSITE)
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APPENDIX D

k2.1 : S QUESTIONNAIRE ( COMPOS ITE )
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BEST COPY mum
u : u6

'no favorite shows, in rated order, of both

64

i1(1), and girls ages seven through nine are: The Six

Dollar Man, The Brady Bunch, Planet of the Apes,

Thc Liugs Bunny Show.

The favorite shows, in rated order, of both boys

(Tirls ages ten through twelve are: The Brady Bunch,

XA3ii, and The Little House on the Prairie.

The favorite shows, in rated order, on

:;dt,.rday mornings, of both boys and girls ages seven

nine are: Tie Bugs Bunny Show, Valley of the

:;r:o3a,Ars, Wheely an(! the Chopper Bunch, Devlin, Speed-

44L3y, A)ober and the Ghost Chasers, Shazam, and Gilligan's

favo;7ite shows, in rated order, on Sunday

bon hogs and girls ages ten through twelve

. L:.)1,act, and tne Bugs Bunny Show.

.1\v,:rite shows, in rated order, on Sunday

;,otl) boys and girls ages ten through twelve

Comet, Sunday Morning Movies, and H. R.

-IC not seem to be any :Agnificant differences,

pretncos of boys and girlz.
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APPEND rx D4 BEST COPY AVAILABLE

i-luLsTIONNAIPE (Question #5)

aa,A Order - Like

All

Cinderella
songs
Metric Man
Musical
Picture Frame
Oelcribe & Draw
Policeman
Progress
Yoga

All Girls

songs
Cinderella
F)icture Frame
'11.1sical

cltric Man
Describe & Draw
rlolicoman
Pross
':ocTa

7-9
Both

Cinderella
songs
Metric Man
Musical
Picture Frame
Describe & D.aw
Policeman
Progress
Yoga

All Boys

071 67

10-12
Both

Cinderella
songs
Metric Man
Musical
Picture Frame
Describe & Draw
Policeman
Progress
Yoga

Cinderella
Metric Man
songs
Policeman
Musical
Describe & Draw
Picture Frame
Progress
Yoga



BEST COPY AVAAABLE

APPENDIX D4 ... cont `d

Bays 7-9

Policeman
Cinderella
Metric Man
songs
Musical
Describe & Draw
Picture Frame
Progress
Yoga

"= =iris 7-9

bongs
Picture Frame
Cinderella
'sU3 .cal
Metric Man
oescribe & Draw
Policeman
'`o-Ta

.'roctr?ss

Boys 10 -12

Cinderella
Metric Man
Policeman
songs
Describe & Draw
Musical
Picture Frame
Progress
Yoga

Girls 10-12

songs
Cinderella
Picture Frame
Musical
Describe & Draw
Metric Man
Policeman
Progress
Yoga

68



BEST COPY AVAILABLE

APPENDIX D5

OUESTIONNAIRE (Question #6)

Rank Order - Dislike

Yoga
Progress
Policeman
Picture Frame
Mu ical
Descirbo & Draw
Yotric Man
Cinderella
.,ones

Al] Girls

Progrest3
Yoaa
i'oliceman
lotrc
r,ictoro Frame

Dc..1,7ribo & Draw
Cincleredia

7-9
Both

Yoga
Progress
Policeman
Picture Frame
Describe & Draw
Musical
Metric Man
Cinderella
songs

All Boys

69

Oh

10-12
Both

Yoga
Progress
Policeman
Picture Frame
Musical
Metric Man
Describe & Draw
Cinderella
songs

Yoga
Progress
Picture Frame
Musical
Describe & Draw
Policeman
Metric Man
songs
Cinderella



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 07,1

APPENDIX D5 ... cont'd

13o s 7-9

Yoga
Picture Frame
Progress
songs
Metric Man
Policeman
Musical
Describe & Draw
Cinderella

;iris 7-9

1'1-ogress
Vo.;a

701i;--oman
Do:;crlho Draw
"otric Man
vdulical
Cin;lorella
P1:7turc

Boys 10-12

Yoga
Progress
Picture Frame
Musical
Describe & Dray
Policeman
songs
Metric Man
Cinderella

(irls 10-12

Yoga
Progress
Policeman
,Ictric Man
Picture Frame
Musical
Cindorello
Describe & Draw
songs

70
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APPENDIX D6

QI:ESTIONNAIPE (Questions #8-#13)

order - irom Riqlit to Wronq

All (64)

Procircs (58)
mwlical (57)
Yogi (57)
'1(,tric Man (44)
Cindrella (43)
Policelaan (38)

All

mwlical (31)
Yoga (30)
Procire, (27)
Metric Man (24)
Cindr.n-clla (23)
Policeman (20)

7-9
Both (n.28)

Yoga (25)
Progress (24)
Musical (24)
Policeman (16)
Metric Man (15)
Cinderella (14)

07;;;

All Boys (n:=33)

Progrerls (31)
Yoga (27)
Musical (26)

yo)
Metric Man (20)
Policeman (18)

71

10-12
Berth (n =36)

Progress (34)
Musical (33)
Cinderella (29)
Metric Man (25)
Yoga (24)
Policeman (22)



MI COPY AVAILABLE 07tt

APPEND rX D6 ... cont'd

Boys 7-9 (n=14)'

Progress (13)
Yoga (11)
'1usical (10)
Metric Mail (9)

Policeman (7)
Cinderella (5)

Girl:; 7-9 (n=14)

Yoga (14)
Music,A1 (14)
Pvngres (11)
^lotric "Ian (10)
Policeman (9)
Cinderella (9)

Boys 10 -12 (n=19)

Progress (18)
Yoga (16)
Musical (16)
Cinderella (15)
Metric (11)
Policeman (11)

Girls 10-12 (n=17)

Musical (17)
Yoga (16)
Prooross (16
Metric Man (1 4)
Cintlerella (14)
Policeman (11)

72
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

MONKEY BARS

EVALUATION

Name:

Presc,nt Position:

1! (was) the grade
level you taught?:

44.4114

74

,g4.44y4.40.41444...-4.440.

..^444- 444.4 4.4=4

(I) My.) d you think is the targrA audience* of
rilr!:;?

Whit do you think thc' objoctive of monkov Bar:: iq?

.44.40444.-44.-.1.4.4.4
411444.1..444--4.44.M..4,41 -.41....4041114.4.4

4.. 4-- 41P 4M.4.0.4

When would ''ou flucIrto!;t. 'Ionkot! TI;11--; i)(- (171 7"--'

Time

* *Htvg-t ,ludir,nro
I thr F,pocirie-tn which thf' t,-ogram is directed.

p



BEST COPY AVAILABLE " T "

75
Tn the next 4 cruestions r'lease respond IT listing oneor .1 eombirvItion of the following numbee:s referringto the monkev Pars segments.

(1) songs
(2) nicture frame
Cfl Yetric rlan
(4) "policeman
(5) Cinderella (word game) play

Yoga exercises
(7) musical instrument play

describe and draw game
(c)) progress discussion

4 ) secfments do you think the tar let uudior(.,.rind enjoyable?

,I=111,0

which seaments do you find enioyahle?

=.10.101.1...

:mgments do you think have ditect ektucatinnal

,..........r ..--....r,Mo

:loqmorAf--, do you fe?1 could tiC u.,,od in an sir--r,.:ri.tte educational -4etting?

-.. dI m

3) roccImmond tn momben; the, tarN.,t 611::1(-nro+-11-!t watc,1 monkey. Bars?
_

Yof; No
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APPENDIX F

ADULT'S INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

7E.
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BE z.1 AVAILABIE

Interview Schedule

F'or interviewer.

The s intorview should directly follow the completion of thewritten questionnaire.

for teachers)

081, "T"

(1.) What are your general impressions of the program?

77

(2) Tn reference to question 5 on the questionnaire, whichsegmonts did you find enjoyable? Why?

D.a not like? Why?

refe-rence to question 3 on the questionnaire, which:;:t-monts do you think the target audience will like? Why?
Not like? Why?

P'ic you like the format? Why?

Hr,,' would You alter it?

In :7t(iditl,-Nna time available solicit comments reHy0.-ion5; 07:

rwilQra1 cdurational value
qc,r1,-;11 onf(!rtainment value

,;ocTry,nt format
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APPENDIX G

ADULT'S QUESTIONNAIRE (COMPOSITE)

084;
78



080
iket

Adults' Responses to Questions 4, 5, 6, and

ouestion #4.

Which segmel,cs do you think the target audience wouldfind enjoyable?

. Songs (4)
2. Musical Instrument Play (13)
3. Policeman (10)
4. Progress Discussion (8)
5. Picture Frame (7)
6. Cinderella (6)
7. Describe and Draw (6)
8. Metric Man (4)
9. Yoga (3)

Question #5

Which segments do you find enjoybale?

1. Songs (8)
2. Progress Discussion (8)
3. music,d Instrument Play (8)
4. Describe and Draw (7)
5. Policeman (7)
6. Cinderella (6)
7. Picture Frame (4)
8. Yoga (4)
9. Metric Man (3)

Question #6
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Which segments do you think have direct educational value?
1. Musical Instrument Play (15)
2. Metric Man (8)
3. Policemar j3)
4. Progre Discuss ton (7)
5. Ci.iderella
6. Describe and Draw Game (7)
7. Songs (7)
8. Yoga (5) -.
9. Picture Frame (4)
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Question #7

Which segments do you feel could be used in an appropriateeducational setting?

1. Musical Instrument Play (10)
2. Progress Discussion (9)
3. Yoga (9)
4. Metric Man (9)
5. Policeman (8)
6. Describe and Draw (8)
7. Cinderella (7)
8. Songs (5)
9. Picture Frame (3)
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